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COMPETITION RULES 
 

1 - OFFICIAL LANGUAGES  
 

(A)  - the official language is Portuguese  

(B) - the second official language of the competition is English 
 

2 – A TEAM SHALL CONSIST OF 2 (TWO) UP TO 4 (FOUR) ANGLERS  
 

3 - CAPTAINS MEETING, TEAM REGISTRATION AND CAMERA CHECK-IN 
 

- The Registration Check-in Desk, will be located at “Clube Naval de Ponta Delgada.  

- The Captains meeting takes place the day before the first day of competition, in time and place to be determined 

 (see the event programme).  

- The presence of the team captain or his representative is essential.   

- Their absence implies automatic acceptance of all aspects or any specific regulation changes decided at the meeting.   

- The Organization will provide all the information and clarifications needed and deliver every team the event-related    

   documents.  

- There will be a boat draw to determine the boat allocation for the three days. All teams must participate in the boat draw.    

   If they do not attend, they accept and agree to be bound by all the instructions and/or rule changes made orally or in 

   writing during that meeting. 
 

A bag containing the following documents: 
 

EFSA RULES 

COMPETITION PROGRAM 

COMPETITION PROGRAMME for the FISHING DAYS 

REGISTRATION of the TEAM - THEIR CONSTITUTION - DAILY CHANGES IF THERE 

ARE ANY 

REGISTRATION of catches (one for each day)  

CODE RACE  

STARTING LINE UP and ARRIVAL 

FISH CHECK IN LOCATION 

PROTEST FORM 
 

- The deadline for registration is 14 July 2018.     

- Teams that register before 31.3.2018 will receive a 15% discount on the registration fee, which will be returned during the 

   Championships.  

- The cost of entry is 600 € per team (2 to 4 anglers) 

 Additional anglers (max 2 more anglers x team) is 150 € per angler 

 The cost of boat hire is 3.000  € 

- The cost of the Hotel Marina Atlântico room, for 6 nights is: 

 Single Room 600 €  // Double/Twin Room 700 € 

 Every extra night is: Single 80 €  //  Double/Twin 85 € 
 

       PARTNERS/FRIENDS  
 1 escort in Single room 80 € per night 

 2 escorts in double room 85 € per night 

         Included is nights’ accommodation including breakfast, welcome cocktail, cocktail at the end of each day of fishing,  

         two days tour including lunch and prize award ceremony. 

         Payment of registration of the team and accommodation must be made in full at the time of submission of the 

         registration forms 

- Confirmation of team name and event, must be sent by email: to - carloscostapalhinha@sapo.pt , Carlos Palhinha the 

   Director of EFSA Portugal, official of the Game Championships. 

- The Captain or his representative shall be the only contact links with the Jury of the event for the purposes of 

  validation of catches. 
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4 - TEAM REQUIMENTS  

 

- A team should consist of two (2) to four (4) anglers. Individual anglers can only fish in a team where there are already 

   three anglers. 

- Only 2 (two) National Teams from each Section can be registered for the National Game Championships. 

- Only teams that are comprised fully of EFSA members (even from different sections) can participate in the EFSA 

   European Game Championships. 

- All team members may be replaced, provided prior notice is given to EFSA's EGCC.  

- Skippers or charters of charter boats for registered tournaments can not be registered as tournament anglers.  

- All teams participate in the boat draw. Teams will fish in a different charter boat each-day. 

- Registration for the championship ends when a maximum of 12 (twelve) teams have correctly registered or at the 

  deadline of, 14 July 2018. 

- The EFSA sections that are represented must bear the national flag of their country. 
 

5 - GAME CHAMPIONSHIP HEADQUARTER 
 

The Headquarters of the EFSA Game Championship will be located at: 

- Clube Naval de Ponta Delgada 
biggamefishing@cnpdl.pt   

http://www.cnpdl.pt/biggamefishing   

 

6 - FISHING RULES 

 

EFSA Rules (a copy will be attached to the Championships rules). 

It is responsibility of each team to understand and abide by EFSA Game Championship Rules.   

Only fish caught on rod and line will earn points.  

Boats will be required to have 4 (four) rods and reels on board.  

It is responsibility of each teams to check the boat’s equipment’s, tackle, leaders, hook arrangements and line prior to the 

start of fishing to be sure they are working well and conform to the EFSA Game Championships Rules.  

All teams will embark and disembark at the, Marina Peire de Teive in front of the Hotel. 

All boats fishing the EFSA Game Championship 2018, must depart and arrive in order.    

STARTING order and ARRIVAL 

6.1 - The start and stop signal will be announced on the radio (channel 12). 

6.2 - In the event that a fish is still hooked up at the call of stop fishing, then anglers may keep Fighting the fish for  

        another 60 minutes. Porto de Abrigo (Radio Control) must be notified when a team is hooked up or the fish will be 

        disqualified. No exceptions. 

6.3 - In the event that a boat is not seaworthy, a replacement boat will be allocated for that day, but it will not be  

        possible to make up for any lost time. In case of a boat failure, the EFSA GCC will try to replace it as soon as 

        possible, but no extra time will be allowed. 

6.4 - Each day the team must complete the Catch Report Form, which will be supplied in the tournament Bags at  

        registration.  

        The Catch Report Form must be signed by all anglers fishing in the boat that day and by the Boat’s Captain, whether 

        or not a fish was caught. No form, no points!  

6.5 - At the end of each day’s fishing, the video camera,  camera connections used to plug into a computer, Catch 

        Report Form, terminal tackle and all video footage taken of the catches must be brought to the EFSA GCC for 

        verification  of the official points score. Failure to do so will result in disqualification of that day’s catch.  

The EFSA GCC has the right to investigate and act upon any incident occurring during the tournament. It shall have the 

right to disqualify any capture following examination and measurement of tackle and equipment used on the boat. The 

EFSA GCC holds the right to examine any tackle, hooks, line and/or leaders anytime during the event.  

Any team or angler, who deliberately breaks the above mentioned rules or refuses to allow the EFSA GCC to examine any 

tackle, line and/or leaders will immediately be disqualified and expelled from the tournaments without any refund, 

including the Registration fees. 

All teams must return their Catch Report Form, video and weighed fish no later than 7:00 p.m. or catches will be 

disqualified.  The only exception is if the boat has had mechanical - difficulties.  

If any session of the Championship is fished and a team lands or releases fish that match the tournament’s eligible 

species and minimum weight or size limits, then prizes will be awarded. 
 

7 - PROOF MODE 
 

- All fishing will be trolling and will take place in three (3) sessions on different days. 

- The event is open to the following species: 
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Blue Marlin Makaira nigricans 

White Marlin Tetrapturus albidus 

Swordfish Xiphiasgladius 

LongBill Spear Fish  Tetrapturus pfuegeri 

Roundscale Spear Fish Tetrapturus georgi 

Blue Fin Tuna  Thunnus thynnus 

Bigeye  Tuna  Thunnus obesus 

Yellowfin Tuna Thunnus albacares 

Albacore Tuna Thunnus alalunga 

Skipjack Tuna  Katsuwonus pelamis 

DolphinFish  Coryphaena equiselis / hippurs 

Wahoo  Acanthocybium solandri 

Shortfin Mako Shark  Isurus oxyrinchus 
 

- The above fish are accepted for classification and scoring of the fish must comply with the conditions mentioned in 

   the table annexed to point 9.   

- The event is governed by the rules of EFSA fishing and rods, reels, lines, hooks, terminals, mounts, etc., must be in 

  accordance with EFSA rules, there is no limit on the number of rods that can be used. 

- We would like to clarify the following points: 

(A) – The main line cannot be greater than 130 Lbs (60 Kg).   

(B) – All fishing will be by trolling (Big Game Fishing) (Off Shore), lures shall be used.  

(The use of any natural bait, whether alive or dead, is not allowed)  

- Artificial Type Lures such RAPALAS can be used and; can have double or triple hooks fitted. 

- SQUID type lures (SKIRTS) may be fitted with single or double hooks.  

- The organization reserves the right to verify a catch, by requesting sight of the equipment used in the capture of a 

   fish , in order to verify that the same complies with the EFSA Rules. 

- The refusal implies the disqualification of the team in question. (see paragraph 19) 
 

8 – OBSERVERS/PHOTOGRAPHERS 
 

- EFSA GCC, at its sole discretion, may assign an observer or photographer/cameraman or guests to any boat on any 

  fishing day. If an observer, photographer or guest is assigned, the boat is responsible for their comfort and safety. 

- Observers will not determine official catch or release of fish. 

 - All fish caught and presented for weighing will be become the property of the organization and may be  distributed  

  by IPSS. 
 

9  – COMPETITION FISHING AREA  BOUNDARIES 
 

There is no limit the areas that can be fished.   
 

 
 

Vessels must obviously fish within the areas for which they are licensed. 
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10  - EFSA GAME CHAMPIONSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

- The EFSA Game Championship Committee, headed by the EFSA Game Championships Officer, will be composed of an 

   EFSA HQ’s supervisor or an hosting Section officer, the CNPDL Representative, and two members drawn from the list    

   of anglers who fully understand the EFSA rules indicated by each Section until September 1
th

 2018.  

- The EFSA GCC, has the right to investigate any question regarding the Championship and will decide about any   

   protest, penalties, disqualification, rules breaking, security problems, weather conditions and any further problems  

  arising during the EFSA Game Championship.   
 

    EFSA Game Championship Officer 

    EFSA HQ supervisor or hosting Section Officer     

    CNPDL Representative 

    1
st
 angler 

    2
nd

 angler 
 

11 - SCHEDULE  
 

- View competition for fishing days. (the hold text is cancel). In the event a fish is still hooked up at 6.00 pm, 

  anglers may keep fighting fish for another 60 minutes. The Radio Control Operator must be notified when a team 

  is hooked up or the fish will be disqualified. No exceptions. 
 

12 – OBLIGATIONS/COMUNICATIONS 
 

- It is the responsibility of the teams to know and apply the rules of the  EFSA, and apply the Rules as set out in these 

  regulations.   

- Required report via VHF: 

(A) - All catches shall be reported, stating the area where they were made, (Geographical Coordinates Position) the 

species and quantities.    

(B) - The frequency for reporting catches shall be channel 16.  The frequency for general communications shall be 

channel 12.   

(C) - All vessels must be tuned to CHANNEL 12, on the start line and the finish line.  

- Service station will be: RADIO CONTROL OPERATOR PORTO DE ABRIGO 

(A) - The name of the team in action (start time of fight) (Geographica  Coordinates Position) The name of the 

fisherman fighting the fish and at the end of fight. Capture valid or not (time for the end of fight). Catching a fish 

will be indicated by displaying their Flag. 

- Is required to submit to (Jury) the Catch certificate completed and signed by the Captain of the  

          team and the Record identifying Video, showing the catch of the fish. 

- If a tournament boat is not able for any reason to communicate with the Radio Control Operator, any of the above 

  events must be relayed via radio or cell phone or in any other manner to another boat. Catch/release numbers and times 

  will be logged at the same time as the event is reported to the Radio Control Operator, even for earlier catches. No 

  exceptions.  

  Intentional refusal to communicate any fishing event to the Radio Control Operator will result in-disqualification. 
 

13 - VIDEO-RECORDS 
 

- Fish catches will only be validated by the Jury after reviewing the catch video: 

       (A) - Video Recording with date and time. 

Record video from the beginning of fight. 

Record video showing the angler fighting the fish and the leader winding through the top rod ring and, Record 

video at the moment of release. 

(1) clearly identify the species 

(2) show the catch or the full release of the fish.  

(3) The video must be continuous, with no breaks in recording, and identify all of these elements.  

(4) Do not delete any video taken during the tournament’s fishing hours, even if it does not include the above 

elements and will not be used to prove a catch. After any catch; the catch number, official time of catch and 

time of release, species and anglers name must be reported on the Catch Report Form. 

(5) If for any reason it is not possible to clearly identify the fish or the length of the fish, points will not be 

awarded. If it is not possible to identify a billfish, the team will be awarded the minimum score for a released 

billfish. 

(6) After that, the fish must be safely released. No video, no points. 

(7) EFSA GCC reserves the right to change the programme, rules, starting and finishing times or cancel the 

tournament for any reason it deems necessary. 

       (B) - failure to comply with point (A) will invalidate the catch. 

      (C) - all rights of the videos and photos delivered to the Organization are owned by the same. 
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- The camera equipment (VIDEO) should be the team's own and not the vessels.   

- The equipment must be compatible with the equipment of the organization. (Teams must have the connection cables 

   compatible with the equipment of the Organization).  (i.e. must be \PAL/EUROPA) 

- The camera equipment should have an empty memory card at the beginning of the competition. 
 

14 - CLASSIFICATION AND SCORING  
 

- Scoring of the fish which comply with the conditions mentioned in the tables attached to 14.3 

- The final ranking for teams will be established by adding together the total score of the fish.  

- The following points scores will apply. 
 

TABLE FOR BILL FISH 
 

COMMON NAME Points For Release 
  

Blue Marlin 

Nakaira nigricans 

300 

White Marlin 

Tetrapturus albidus 

150 

Spear Fish 

Kajikia audax 

150 

Swordfish 

Xiphias gladius 

200 

 

TUNA DEAD TABLE 
 

 

COMMON NAME 
Points Per 1 

Kg 

 

Minimum Weight Kg 

 

Blue Fin Tuna 

Thunus Thynus 

1 60 Kg 

Big Eye Tuna 

Thunus obesus 

1 20 Kg 

Yellowfin Tuna 

Thunus albacares 

1 20 Kg 

Albacore Tuna 

Thunus Alalunga 

1 10 Kg 

Skipjack Tuna 

Katsuwonus pelamis 

1 5  Kg 

 

OTHER DEAD SPECIES TABLE 
 

 

COMMON NAME 
Points Per 1 

Kg 

 

Minimum Weight Kg 

 

Dolphinfish 

Coryphaena equiselis 

1 5 Kg 

Wahoo 

Acanthocybiun solandri 

1 15 Kg 

Mako Shark 

Isurus oxyrinchus 

1 20 Kg 

 

- Billfish caught and killed will be disqualified unless it is demonstrated by (-video-) that they could not have been 

  released. Points will be awarded equivalent to the fish weight.   
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15 – FINAL CLASSIFICATION 

 

- The final classification will be calculated based on the total points awarded over the total of the three (3) days of  

  fishing.   
 

16 – TIEBREAKER 
 

- In the event of a tie on points, the tie-breaker will be based on the following criteria:  

(a) number of fish released;  

(b) First-Time Marlin (blue or white);  

(c) time of the 1st authenticated fish caught;  

(d) draw.   
 

17 – WEIGHING  
 

- Weighing shall be carried on a team by team basis. 

- The fish taken to be weighed must be identified in person by the fisherman who made the capture, or if unable to do 

  so, by the captain of the team, and the fish should have an easily visible label. 
 

18 - PENALTIES 
 

- Any team, which arrives after the deadline, will be penalized 10 points for every fifteen (15) Minutes they are late.   

- There will be no penalty for the delays caused by a disabled boat, provided it is proven. 
 

19 - DISQUALIFICATION 
 

- Refusal of points (7.9-12.5).   

- Also for the deliberate violations of these rules, lack of knowledge of the rules and inappropriate behavior. 
 

20 - PROTESTS 
 

- Any protest should be made to the Committee in writing accompanied by the amount of 250,00€ which is refundable 

  if the protest is upheld.   

- Protests can only by made if  the previous conditions have been met and can be made up to 30 (thirty) minutes after the 

   weigh in.   

- On presentation of the written protest, the Committee shall make an irrevocable decision in reasonable time. 
 

21 – BOAT DRAW 
 

The draw of the boats for the three days of competition will be held on September 14 during the captains' meeting (see 

programme). 
 

22 – LIST OF AWARDS 
 

The list of prizes will be presented at the captains' meeting on the 14th. 

If there are no valid catches or any part of the tournament is cancelled, the prizes will not be presented. 

At the awards ceremony and closing dinner, all participants must be properly dressed in the official clothing of the 

respective sections. 
 

23 - GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

- The organization reserves the right to change these rules, in case of force majeure. The organization will immediately 

  notify the teams of any changes.   

- All teams shall be adequately insured.   

- The organization may, modify the Competition in exceptional circumstances, and in this case the modifications will be 

  presented to the team captains in a timely manner. 

- The Organization reserves the right to decline registration of any team. 
 

24 - WEATHER  

 

EFSA EGCC, at his own discretion, has the right to suspend or cancel the Championship at any moment for bad weather 

conditions. 


