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DIARY 

 
2016 
 
May  21st/22nd  English Boat – Penzance 
 
May 11th/14th   European Shore – Kilmuckridge, Ireland. 
 
July 8th/9th    English Shore Championship – Aust & Littleton on Severn 
 
July 15th/16th   European Species – Conger – Weymouth 
 
September 16th/23rd  European Boat & Line, Cobh, Ireland. 
 
November 26th/27th English Species – Cod – Minehead. 
 
Nov 30th/Dec 6th  European Game, Cobo San Lucas, Mexico. 
 
2017 
 
January 14th   EFSA England AGM. Thistle Hotel Poole. 
 
January 15th   Fun Fish – Flounder. Poole 
 
April 15th/16th   English Species (Flatfish) – Weymouth. 
 
June 3rd/4th   English Boat Championship - Poole 
 
TBA    European Boat & Line Championships, Maloy, Norway 
 
TBA    European Shore Championship, Zeeland, Netherlands. 
 
TBC     European Species (Flatfish) – Langeland – Oct/Nov 
 
2018 
 
TBC     European Boat and Line – Iceland 
 
TBC     European Species – Italy 
 
2019 
 
September 9th to 12th European Boat and Line – Weymouth (TBC) 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held at 
The Thistle Hotel, Poole on Saturday 16th January 2016 at 11:00 

 
Present:          
   Mr E.Entwistle - President 
   Mr N.Bryant  - Chairman  
   Mr K.Bowden  - Secretary 
   Mr A.Selby  - Boat Festival Officer 
   Mr P.Curtice  - Shore Festival Officer 
   Mr M.Bobbett  - Press Officer 
   Mr M.Osborne - Social Secretary 
   Mr K.Scaggs  - Competition Coordinator 
   Mr A.Smith  - Fish Recorder 
 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman requested that all present 
should stand for a short period of reflection following the announcement of the recent 
deaths of EFSA members. 
 
 
1. Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from the following: 
 
R.Ashby  J.Barrett  G.Dennis  C.Bond  M.Wuest  M.Patten 
J.Whippy  A.Sindrey R.Barron  P.Dack  S.Spencer J.Bellamy 
D.Lovelock 
 
A total of 39 full members were present together with 2 members of Affiliated Clubs. 

. 
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2015: 
 
Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Mark Smith, seconded by Matt Osborne 
and accepted unanimously. The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
3. Matters Arising:  
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4. Executive Officer's Reports: 
 
President’s Address:  Mr Entwistle gave the following report to the meeting. 
 
Mr Chairman, committee, honourable members, it is my privilege to once again attend 
this AGM as your President. I follow the Section’s activities with interest via the  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
website, newsletter and e-mail, and it is my loss that I have not been able to partake in 
the Sections activities during the past year. I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our members and their families the very best for the New Year. I hope that the 
sun shines and the wind is gentle whenever and wherever you fish in 2016. 
 
Well done to all of you for attending this AGM, it is an important moment in the 
Section’s year and your opportunity to show your support for the committee. My 
thanks to the Chairman, the Committee, and all the members and wives who assist the 
Section throughout the year. They sacrifice a great deal on our behalf and their efforts 
are very much appreciated. 
 
Please join me in showing your appreciation. 
 
Chairman's Report: Mr Bryant gave the following report to the meeting. 
 
Firstly, may I welcome everyone to this year’s AGM and your support here today is 
appreciated by all of us on the Committee. I also welcome all the EFSA England 
Award winners to our AGM and we will look forward to presenting you with the 
awards shortly. 
 
Well, 2015 was indeed a difficult one with us having to cancel our Fun Fish, rearrange 
the Species from Littlehampton to Weymouth and only fish one day out at sea and the 
other in Dover harbour, this all being due to the weather situation. Having to change 
event venues and times does impact on the entries and I can only thank everyone who 
was able to support these events and Andy also for the additional work in changing 
things around. 
 
This indeed does impact on our revenues and as you will see from the accounts we 
have made a loss overall but it is not all bad news. I would like to say that the loss 
made in Dover was due to the boats that were pre-booked and the smaller entry. 
Alongside this, we did present a full prize table that we know should have been 
changed, but this would have only made a small difference to the year.  
 
The positives are we also made some savings along the way by the reduction in 
Newsletter costs and Committee meetings and we are confident that we will continue 
to be prudent and save where we can. In truth, we need more members and this has to 
be the focus on protecting the future of the Section. We will look at ways to introduce 
EFSA to others and try to encourage more participation in our events whilst we have 
to appreciate that not all anglers like competitions and fundamentally that is what we 
offer, either from our waters or arranged events in other member countries.  
 
There are a few changes this year to the committee and firstly I would like to thank 
Paull Curtice, our Shore Festival Officer, for his service on the Committee and 
appreciate what he has achieved in maintaining a hold on shore events. Thank you  
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Paul. I would like to also thank Barrie Senior for offering his services in taking over 
from Paull as Shore Festival Officer and welcome him to the Committee. He can be 
assured of everyone’s support. 
 
As many will know there have been some changes to EFSA Executives, including our 
Secretary becoming the new Treasurer later this year - but he is not leaving us so we 
can all relax. Thanks Kim and we wish you well. HQ also have now released the new 
EFSA Website and I would propose that if you get time please take a look, I am sure 
you will appreciate the work being done. One important item HQ is discussing is to 
change the European Line Championships from a one-day event and possibly add this 
to the Species Event over two days. This we support and feel will improve the 
European Boat and the Species but as we know, change takes time, but this is a good 
step forward. 
 
I would like to once again thank you all for supporting our home events and the EFSA 
events that have taken place around Europe last year. I congratulate all the winners 
and more importantly I hope you all enjoyed your time when participating in them. 
This year sees us enjoying Flounder from Poole, the English Boat from a new venue, 
Penzance, and our Species Festival once again returning to Minehead. On the shore 
we have the Championships also from a new venue so we are constantly looking to 
offer some variable within our Festivals and Championships. We are hosting The 
EFSA European Species Championship from Weymouth and I am sure this will be a 
great success.  
 
In closing I would like to say a huge thank you to all the Committee who have 
supported me through what has been a difficult year personally, what with health and 
home fires, Thank you. Everyone has been positive and always have the best interest 
of the Section so I can assure you the Committee is indeed committed in maintaining 
and developing EFSA England and will continue to work hard in looking for the best 
ways of improving our membership and opening up our events so that they can be 
better supported.   
 
Thank you for your attendance. I think that’s enough from me. 
 
Vice-Chairman's Report: On behalf of Mr Ashby, the Chairman gave the 
following report to the meeting. 
 
Ray Ashby had stated that he had been pleased to stand in for the Chairman on the 
odd occasion this was required and was also happy to continue in this role during 
2016. He wished the Section a successful year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Secretary's Report:  Mr Bowden gave the following report to the meeting: 
 
Well another year has passed since our last AGM and it has been a most challenging 
one with the weather and we have seen enough about extreme weather on the news 
these last few weeks. Let us just hope for fairer weather for the events we have 
planned for 2016. 
 
For those of you that fished last year’s events we mostly had a good time, even if the 
fishing proved challenging at times, and it is always interesting to see the other 
species than those found in our water and the methods used to catch them. So take a 
look at the events planned for 2016 and we hope to see you there. The only overseas 
events this year are the European Boat and Line and European Shore, both hosted by 
Section Ireland, If you have not fished one of these before, but have thought of it, be 
assured there is always plenty of help on getting there and how to fish the venue - just 
ask! 
 
In 2015 I took the entries for European Boat and Line in Scotland, European Species 
in Denmark and European Shore in Malta. All these events went well and I’m pleased 
to say that England were at times the Section with most competitors. As with the 
home events they are run for the benefit of the membership so please support them. 
Come and join in the challenge - also not forgetting the fun and social side of the 
events. 
 
This just leaves me to wish you all the best wishes for 2016 and look forward to 
meeting up on the shore or in a boat. 
 
Treasurers Report:  Mr Hart gave the following report to the meeting: 
 
This year we have experienced two events being cancelled due to strong winds which 
resulted in not only the cost of rearranging one of the events (Species Bream) but also 
the loss of income from actually holding the Fun Fish (Weymouth Wrasse) event. We 
also had a misunderstanding in the size of the prize table at the poorly supported 
Dover event leading to a vastly reduced level of income from hosted events which at 
£434 is approximately one third of the surplus expected in a non-European 
Championships year. 
 
Despite this reduction in income, most of the other items are more positive. Regular 
Membership income is actually up by £80 and expenses are lower by £456 indicating 
the Section is being run more efficiently than 2014, our deficit of £933 for 2015 is 
likely to be much lower during 2016 when we will also be holding a European Species 
(Conger) event that should produce an additional surplus to regular hosted events. 
 
Because of this potentially more successful year ahead and following the surplus made 
from Euro 2014, as Treasurer I do not recommend that subscriptions are raised at this 
time but as always will review the financial situation at the end of 2016. 
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Balance Sheet available on request. 
 
Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by K.Bowden, seconded by C.Newbold, 
and accepted unanimously. 
 
Thanks were expressed to Jerry Knight and Keith Scaggs for their invaluable help in 
preparing the necessary paperwork for the accounts. 
 
Membership Registrar's Report:  On behalf of Mr Galbraith, the Chairman read the 
following report and stock details to the meeting. 
 
Present membership is slightly down on previous years. Life Members dwindle 
yearly, which is not surprising as no one is getting any younger and some have been 
members since EFSA was first established - they were not spring chickens even then! 
So these numbers can be mostly attributed to ill health and old age. Annual Members 
drift away for various reasons but are being replaced with new, younger and more 
enthusiastic members and this year we have had ten new members. However, new 
blood in any membership is vital so if you are friends with, or know anyone who 
enjoys fishing beach or boat, then ask them if they would like to join - they won’t 
regret it. Also don’t forget we were all new members once so if you see new faces 
please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome. Our current membership is as 
follows. 
  
67 Life members             
89 Annual Members 
10 Affiliated Clubs 
  
I have had a few inquiries from Affiliated Clubs for confirmation that their members 
can fish the English Boat in Penzance this year and the answer is off course all 
Affiliated Clubs Members can fish EFSA competitions. 
  
With regard to EFSA England stock, I am pleased to announce that Andy Smith has 
kindly volunteered to take over the EFSA stock after this year’s AGM. Thanks to 
Andy for this as he will still continue with his fish recording duties as well. Please 
help him out by buying stock at events where possible, as opposed to by post as this 
makes sizing easier and alleviates posting issues and saves on cost. I am sure that 
Andy will provide an improved service, as he is able to attend competition 
registrations earlier and more often as than myself with my last minute time restraints. 
You will still be able to purchase items by completing and sending the form in the 
newsletter or download one from the EFSA web site. The only change will be to send 
to Andy instead of myself. All stock items here at the AGM including newly acquired 
smocks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fish Recorder's Report: Mr Smith gave the following report and details to the 
meeting. 
 
This year saw a bit of a mixed bag of entries. In some categories there were some 
excellent fish submitted, whilst in others entries were not particularly inspiring. 
Having said that we had entries for all categories apart from, surprisingly enough, 
shore caught whiting. Amongst the better fish submitted from the boats were Alan 
Bird’s 17lb 8oz Pollack and his 7lb 8oz ballan wrasse, Dave Hawkeswood’s 73lb 8oz 
conger eel and Dave Lynes’ 28lb 4oz blonde ray. From the shore Dave Lovelock 
caught a 4lb 4oz plaice, Noddy Coan a 3lb 1oz black bream, Aiden Aisher a 6lb 5oz 
mullet, Paul Fincham with a 15lb 7oz smoothound and Jack Porter a 16lb 14oz blonde 
ray.  
 
The committee thought long and hard about the overseas fish of the year but in the end 
voted for Phillipe Haug’s 240lb 5oz striped marlin. In terms of our most prestigious 
award, the Norman Witt Trophy, there was little debate and it was awarded to Dave 
Lynes 22lb 8oz spurdog, which, if it had been verified, would have been a UK boat 
caught record. 
 
Please keep your entries coming in for 2016. The first results will be posted on the 
website by mid February. 
 
Public Relations Officer's Report: In the absence of Jim Whippy, the Chairman gave 
the following report on his behalf. 
 
For the most part, 2015 is a year best forgotten as strong winds put an end to many 
planned events. On the bright side our Section can now be very proud that one of our 
committee members is currently the World Boat Champion. Well-done Gary. 
Although I am missing the AGM once again, I do intend to get to more of our events 
during this year. Penzance looks like it could be an interesting experience for the 
English Boat in May and with both European Boat and Shore Championships in 
Ireland, the prospect for some excellent fishing is on the cards. 
 
Boat Festival Officer's Report: Mr Selby gave the following report to the meeting. 
 
As in previous years, I would like to thank all the support I have had from the 
committee and members during this year’s schedule as it has made the running of 
events and life in general so much easier. I welcome Barrie Senior onto the committee 
and look forward to working with him and I am sure he will be a great help to us all. I 
would also like to thank Paull for all his work running the beach events. 
 
Last year did not start to well with our first two competitions being cancelled due to 
the weather. Even the English Boat in Dover was a struggle on the second day due to 
the weather. May 2016 see better weather for us all. 
The rearranged Bream Species competition from Weymouth was a success with many 
quality bream being caught. Although some do not like the new scoring system, the 
overall majority did and this did show as some boats had some huge bream numbers.  



10 11

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By capping how many bream could be caught by an individual angler, made it the 
competition it was for all to have a chance, but I should point out that the Committee 
is always open to new ideas for points systems.  
 
I wish you all a Happy New Year and look forward to another busy fishing year and 
meeting you all at our events. 
 
Shore Festival Officer's Report:  Mr Curtice gave the following report to the meeting. 
 
2015 saw a good number of our Section’s anglers competing from the shore. We held 
our annual section shore championships on the beaches of Borth in Wales that 
attracted a good number of competitors and some partners. It was a great venue with 
good standard of accommodation with matches held in daylight, which left time for 
socialising in the evening. 
 
The Malta Section hosted the European Shore Championship. This was a highly 
popular event for our Section and I believe we outnumbered the hosts in anglers on 
the ground. It was a great week in the sun but we discovered that we had a lot to learn 
before we would be bringing back any trophies. That said, everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves and several have said that they would like to go back in 2016 for another 
crack at those hard fighting parrot fish! 
 
Next year’s Section competition is planned for July and details have been out nice and 
early to enable members to plan into their calendar. Its an interesting venue on the 
Bristol Channel which does not favour long distance or any particular specialities and 
so could be attractive to competent anglers of any discipline. The matches are early in 
the day leaving the rest of the day for sightseeing, shopping etc, or travel elsewhere 
for more fishing! Please support your own Section competition and see if you can 
persuade others to join in. 
 
Next year’s European Shore is being held in Ireland in May and many of us are 
looking forward to attending and hopefully doing well. It will be well supported, as 
the angling and accommodation packages are ideal and very well tried and tested by 
the EFSA Ireland organising committee. 
 
2015 was my last year as Shore Festival Officer and hopefully my replacement will 
get plenty of support and encouragement to develop future shore competitions. Have a 
great 2016. 
 
On behalf of the Committee and members, the Chairman expressed his thanks to Paull 
for all his work and support during his time as Shore Festival Officer. 
 
 
Press Officer’s Report:  Mr Bobbett gave the following report to the meeting. 
 
I trust that you have all taken the time to view the reports on our website and in the 
newsletters. Despite a few hiccups with the weather, we did manage to fish the main 
events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The English Boat from Dover with half of this event was inside the harbour walls. A 
big well done to Barrie Senior, Jon Law and Rolf Marschalek with Matt narrowly 
missing the pins. 
 
The English Species planned for Littlehampton was eventually held in October from 
Weymouth and congratulations to Matt on his first pin and to Rod Adamson and Gary 
Galbraith. 
 
The European species event saw fourteen anglers from section England travelling to 
Denmark in pursuit of a few flatfish, as anticipated the Scandinavian anglers caught 
far more flatfish than we could manage, but we did pick up some useful tips should 
we ever venture there again. 
 
The European Boat and Line was held in Stromness by Section Scotland. Colin 
Searles came in top amongst the English anglers with a respectable 4th place with Cliff 
Newbold taking gold in the line event. 
 
The English shore event held in Borth saw Jerry Knight taking gold with Dave 
Lovelock and Paul Hart securing silver and bronze. 
 
The European shore event was hosted by section Malta and we had 14 members travel 
to fish in the November sunshine and our top angler was Stewart Jones who came in 
21st. It was tough fishing for small fish and again like Denmark, local knowledge 
prevailed. 
 
This year’s boat events will be in Penzance for the English Boat, Weymouth for the 
European Species, Minehead for the English Species and Cobh for the European Boat 
and Line. The shore events will be Ireland for the European plus Aust & Littleton for 
the English event. For those with a better bank balance there is a game event in Cabo 
San Lucas, Mexico I am reliably informed that this area has some superb game fishing 
both trolling and bottom fishing can produce some excellent fishing. 
 
We all know that the main event will be held tomorrow in the waters of Poole Harbour 
fingers crossed the weather and Flounder play ball. 
 
As a committee, we have toyed with the idea of using Facebook to promote the 
Section and the events as well as posting pictures of our captures. If anyone has 
experience setting up and managing such a group and would be willing to assist with 
setting up an EFSA England page and to be part of the admin team, could they please 
contact me. 
 
Hope you all have a fantastic year. 
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Social Secretary’s Report: In the absence of a report from Mr Osborne, the 
Chairman thanked him for his support to Andy Selby during the year and wished him 
a speedy recovery from his recent operation. 
 
Competition Co-ordinator’s Report: Mr Scaggs gave the following report to the 
meeting. 
 
As we start the New Year, competition entries have started to come in and I am 
pleased to say that quite a few members are now using electronic banking, which has 
been a great assistance in processing entries. Could I please ask members when using 
this method that where the bank asks on the bank payment form for a reference, please 
put in the competition you are entering i.e. Eng Boat or Eng Shore etc as your bank 
already puts the name of the sender on our statement sheets. 
 
Now for the usual moan - members are still not adding their membership number on 
the entry forms. You may have noticed that we have updated the entry forms so will 
members please tick the relevant boxes. For example, if you are over 65, like yours 
truly, then please tick the box. Don’t be shy - it comes to us all one day and it does 
help when compiling the entry lists 
. 
Apart from all that, may I wish you all a good year’s fishing. 
 
Standing Committee Delegate's Report:    Mr Bowden gave a brief report on 
S.C. matters – reports of which appeared in the November 2015 Newsletter.  
 
 
5. Reports on Championships & Festivals in 2015: 
a) Fun Fish Competition – Weymouth. The meeting was informed that the event was 
cancelled due to bad weather.    
b) English Species Championship - Weymouth 
Mr Selby gave a brief report on the event and congratulated Matt Osborne on winning 
the event. A full report will be given in the next Newsletter. 
c) English Shore Championship - Borth 
Mr Curtice gave a brief report on the event, a full report of which was given in the 
November Newsletter. 
d) English Boat Championship - Dover 
Mr Bobbett gave a brief report on the event, a full report of which was given in the 
November Newsletter. 
e) European Species Championship – Denmark 
Mr Bowden gave a brief report on the event, a full report of which will be given in the 
next Newsletter. 
f) European Shore Championship - Malta 
Mr Curtice gave a brief report on the event, a full report of which will be given in the 
next Newsletter. 
g) European Boat & Line Class Championships - Orkney  
Mr Bobbett gave a brief report on the event, a full report of which was given in the 
November Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Presentation of Fish of the Year Awards. 
Ted Entwistle, assisted by Andy Smith, made the following presentations. 
 
BOAT 
 
Bass    Paul Fox   11 lb 12 oz 
Black Bream  Kevin Preston  4 lb 0 oz 
Cod    Gary Galbraith 15 lb 11 oz 
Conger Eel  Dave Hawkeswood 73 lb 8 oz 
Flounder   Dave Lynes  2 lb 8 oz 
Plaice   Uwe Brown  4 lb 2 oz 
Pollack   Alan Bird  17 lb 8 oz 
Ray – Blonde  Dave Lynes  28 lb 4 oz 
Smoothound  Kim Bowden  16 lb 8 oz 
Whiting   Cliff Newbold  4 lb 0 oz 
Wrasse – Ballan Alan Bird  7 lb 8 oz 
Other by %  Dave Lynes  22 lb 8 oz  Spurdog - 187.50% 
 
SHORE 
 
Bass    Noddy Coan  7 lb 9 oz 
Black Bream  Noddy Coan  3 lb 1 oz   
Cod    Ryan Casey  6 lb 11 oz 
Conger Eel  Ryan Casey  21 lb 0 oz 
Flounder   Simon Deacon  2 lb 8 oz 
Plaice   Dave Lovelock 4 lb 4 oz 
Pollack   Noddy Coan  1 lb 5 oz  
Mullet – all by % Aiden Aisher  6 lb 5 oz   140.28% 
Smoothound  Paul Fincham  15 lb 7 oz   
Wrasse – Ballan Noddy Coan  5 lb 15 oz 
Other by %  Jack Porter  16 lb 14 oz  Undulate Ray - 129.80% 
 
 
Junior Fish of the Year Cameron Hill (aged 11)  Spurdog  14 lb 0 oz   
 
Overseas Fish of the Year Phillipe Haug    Striped Marlin  240 lb 5 oz
  
Conger Club Tankard  Dave Hawkeswood   73 lb 8 oz 
 
Norman Witt Trophy  Dave Lynes    Spurdog  22 lb 8 oz  
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7. Election of Officers:  Prior to the election of Officers, it was agreed that 
the positions would be voted en-bloc, as there was only one nominee per vacant 
position. 
 
The positions for 3-year terms of office, unless stated otherwise, were as follows: 
 
Chairman     Nominee Mr N.Bryant 
Fish Recorder     Nominee: Mr A.Smith 
Public Relations Officer  Nominee: Mr J.Whippy 
Social Secretary    Nominee: Mr M.Osborne 
Shore Festival Officer (2 years) Nominee: Mr B.Senior 
 
Acceptance of all the above were proposed by A.Hudson, seconded by K.Scaggs and 
accepted unanimously. 
 
8. Election of Hon. Auditor:   
 
Mr J.Knight was proposed as Hon Auditor by M.Bobbett, seconded by P.Curtice. 
There being no other nominees, Mr Knight was duly elected for a one-year term of 
office 

9. Reports on Championships & Festivals for 2016: 
 
a) Fun Fish Competition – Poole:  
 
Mr Selby gave details of the event to be held the following day. 
 
b) European Species Championship (Conger) – Weymouth:   
 
Mr Selby gave the following information to the meeting.   
Our big one this year will be the European Species Festival (Conger) from Weymouth 
and as at the last European Championships in Weymouth, the presentation/buffet will  
be held on the Saturday evening after the fishing. We have secured an excellent deal 
with the Riviera Hotel for a Bed Breakfast and Evening Meal package. The 
registration, presentation, results etc will all be based here there will be nothing 
actually happening in the town apart from the boat departure. Please support the 
Riviera as they are supporting us. We will have parking passes for the Quay/Boat 
Departure for anyone staying at the Riviera. The closing date for entries will be 31st 
March and there are only 56 places available so members are advised to get their 
entries in early. 
 
c) English Boat Championship – Penzance:  
 
Mr Selby gave the following information to the meeting.   
 
In 2016 we will be visiting Penzance for the first time to hold our English Boat 
Championship. This is a venue very few of us have fished - which could make it a 
very interesting event. The skippers are really keen and there is a great variety of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
fishing. The places are limited to 40 and are filling fast – as are the practice boats with 
two already full. Anyone wishing to have a practice day should contact either him or 
Matt Osborne. 
 
d) European Boat & Line Class Championships – Cobh, Ireland:    
 
Mr Bowden informed the meeting that the closing date for entries is March 15th and 
that all details and entry forms could be found on the website and that all entries 
should go through him as EFSA England Secretary. He also stated that 
accommodation was limited 
 
e) European Shore Championship - Ireland.   
 
Mr Curtice stated that the closing dates for entries was also March 15th and that all 
forms and brochure details were available on the website. He also stated that there was 
a good accommodation package. 
 
f) English Species Championship (Cod) - Minehead 
 
Mr Selby stated that the English Species Festival would be returning to the Minehead 
targeting cod. The past few years have seen good catches of quality cod as they have 
returned in good numbers to the Bristol Channel. The event will be bait-supplied and 
that details will be available on the website and that places are limited to 40. 
 
g) English Shore Championship: Aust and Littleton on Severn 
 
The meeting was informed that a full report had been published in the last newsletter 
and was also available on the website.  
 
10. Special Business 
No items were received for discussion. 
 
11. Annual General Meeting 2017.   
A date and venue was to be confirmed later in the year. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 13:10 hrs. 
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Latest Information from our Press and PR Officers. 
 

Press Officer Report 
 
Please be aware that our new website will be launched later this year and that there is 
now an EFSA England Facebook page where members can post up-to-date 
information including pictures and reports. 
 
Martin Bobbett 
 

PRO Report 
 
From the beginning of March I am once again editor of a new angling publication this 
time called Saltwater Boat Angling. First issue is for June that will be out mid May. 
This means EFSA England will have a voice through the media. I will be liaising with 
press officer Martin Bobbett to give our section some space to put pictures, match 
dates and any other news relevant to the section.  If you catch any decent fish please 
send to Martin who will forward them to me. By seeing our members pictures with 
quality fish this may inspire others to join up so get those cameras or mobiles to work.  
 
Jim Whippy  
 

Fish Recorder’s Report 
 

We have had some excellent entries for so early in the year and particularly from the 
boats. Kim Bowden’s 28lb 8 oz cod and Ryan Casey’s 34 lb 9 oz blonde ray being 
particularly impressive. Please make sure that you keep your entries coming in and 
remember that a photo of you and your fish is always appreciated. 
 
The best entries so far are as follows:   
 
Boat 
 
Bass    Neil Cottington  PM   9lb 8oz 
Black Bream 
Cod    Kim Bowden   PM   28lb 8oz 
Conger Eel  Ryan Casey   Weymouth 58lb 8oz 
Flounder   David Lynes   PM   2lb 8oz 
Plaice 
Pollack   Pete Bailey   PM   13lb 8oz 
Ray – blonde  Ryan Casey   Weymouth 34lb 9oz 
Smoothound 
Whiting   Cliff Williams   PM   4lb 2oz 
Other by % 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shore 
 
Bass 
Black Bream 
Cod    Ryan Casey   Weymouth 10lb 13oz 
Conger Eel 
Flounder   Tony Sherwood  PM   3lb 6oz 
Plaice 
Pollack 
Mullett (all by %) 
Smoothound 
Whiting 
Wrasse – Ballan 
Other by %  Noddy Coan   Portland  1lb 8oz  100% 
             
 

Report on Fun-fish flounder 17th Jan 2016 
 

Following the AGM, Mark Smith, Ash Currier and I ventured off to Hamworthy to 
look for a suitable shore venue for the Sunday. The sun was shining and with very 
little wind there was hardly a ripple on the water. Ash started off with a good sized 
flounder on his first cast and he soon added another. We had a little over 2 ½ hours 
fishing and managed to land 8 flounders between us (well Ash and me, Mark appeared 
to be saving himself for the following day). Rob Quinn and Graham Lewis decided to 
head to Holes Bay as there had been reports of a few large flounder coming from this 
area. They didn’t manage to find one but a local rod did find a decent sized fish of 
around 2 ¼ lb. 
 
I headed to the same mark that we had found on the Saturday afternoon and what a 
difference a day makes! Coloured water, wind in your face, overcast and a choppy 
sea, hopefully the flounder that were here yesterday remained today. I spent 2 hours 
without a bite so perhaps this venue fishes better on the ebb rather than the flood. 
After two fruitless hours my rod slammed over with a take that was obviously not a 
flounder as I was only fishing in 2ft of water the fish surfaced almost immediately - a 
nice bass of around 2lb. A local angler stated “that’s a keeper” my reply was to inform 
him that it is illegal to take bass at present not that I would kill such a juvenile bass 
even if it wasn’t illegal, his response was “who would know?” - well me for a start! 
After a quick move to find a bit of tide I did manage to find one flounder. The 
majority of the shore anglers headed for either Whitecliff or the Lagoon and out of the 
11 shore anglers only 4 weighed in with Reg Clough beaching 5 for a respectable 
2.33kg. 
 
Shore   1st Reg Clough 5 fish = 2.33kg 2nd Alan Jones 3 fish = 1.9kg 

3rd Jerry Knight 1 fish = .87kg 4th Martin Bobbett 1 fish = .55kg 
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The crew on Our Gemma managed to persuade the skipper (Mervyn Mimms) to go 
into really shallow water where they spent the first hour parked on the mud catching 
nothing, However when the boat re-floated fish came in regularly throughout the day 
and at lines up 32 flounder were landed. Both Richard Wheeler and Tony Sherwood 
ended up with seven fish each. Richard Wheeler won the competition pipping Tony by 
a mere .01 of a kilo. 
 
Overall results 
 
1 Richard Wheeler 3.69kg 7 fish 2 Tony Sherwood 3.68kg 7 fish 
3 Mark Smith  3.37kg 6 fish 4 Rolf Marschalek 2.88kg 6 fish 
5 Matt Osborne  2.68kg 5 fish 6 Reg Clough (S) 2.33kg 5 fish  
7 Andy Smith  2.14kg 4 fish 8     Marcus Wuest       2.09kg  4 fish 
9     Richard Russell     1.97kg  3 fish 10    Bryn Lavis  1.9kg  4 fish  
10 Allan Jones (S)      1.9kg  3 fish 12    Cliff Newbold        1.82kg  4 fish 
13   Jim Henderson       1.44kg  3 fish 14   Mike Smith           1.42kg  3 fish 
15   Neil Cottington       1kg   2 fish 16    Uwe Brown         .98kg  1 fish 
17   Gary Galbraith  .92kg  2 fish 18    Jerry Knight (S) .87kg  1 fish 
19   Martin Bobbett(S) .55kg  1 fish 20  Peter Neale          .51kg  1 fish 
21    Cliff Williams       .42kg  1 fish 
 
Heaviest Fish 
 
1 Richard Russell  1.03kg 
2 Uwe Brown   0.98kg 
3 Jerry Knight   0.87kg 
 
 

EFSA England Species Championship (Bream) 17/18th October 2015 
 
It doesn’t seem like 6 months have passed since the cancellation of the original event 
that should have been held from Littlehampton that was called off due to high winds -
like many other events that we plan ahead for. So instead of angling for the spring run 
of prime bream on the Kingmere reef, the target would be the autumn run around 
Weymouth/Portland as this is often the time of year that specimen sized bream are 
caught in this region - many falling to anglers targeting other species. Although the 
male fish will have lost that vibrant aquamarine mask that they wear in the spring, 
these are still a magnificent species to capture. They are one of my favourite fish to 
catch, especially on light tackle, as they tend to fight from the moment you hook right 
to the net. 
 
Day One 
 
Top Cat, Snapper and Amarisa chose to target Church Hope reef first whilst Peace and 
Plenty went straight to Lights-in-one. On board Amarisa there were a few fine 
crustaceans boated - namely two lobsters and an edible crab with the larger of the 
lobsters returned to the sea to allow her to shed the 10000 or so eggs that she was 
carrying. According to Ron Brown the first mark normally produces just as the boats  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
line up with the bay and sure enough the first bream was hooked around 5 minutes 
after the stern faced into the bay. Unfortunately, the sport was a little slow with only a 
few bream boated the so boats then moved onto Lights-in-one to see if there were 
more bream there. 
 
On Snapper, Gary Galbraith had a bass and seven double shots of bream. On Top Cat 
Ash Currier had a conger that looked more like a silver eel, Andy Selby had a cod and 
a lobster whilst Ray had a 12/14lb undulate ray. On Amarisa, Francis Couzinet 
showed why he previously held the world title by boating a total of 18 bream, Mark 
Smith had 15. However, Rod Adamson pipped them both by landing a fine 47cm 
bream near the end of the day that was one of a few caught on the 3rd mark (back of 
the banks) Matt Osborne took the 1st day honours, could he finally win his first pin? 
 
Day Two 
 
With many anglers in with a chance of a pin, the Day Two boat positions could decide 
the overall result. Rather than waste time on Church Hope reef, the skippers headed 
straight to Lights-in-one as this had been the most productive mark on day one. Boat 
position had played an important part on day one as the wind and tide were opposed 
causing anglers on one side of the boat to cast up or across the tide. This restriction 
does not allow the angler to search out the bream to find where they are feeding and 
this was perfectly demonstrated by Francis Couzinet. His tactic was to cast across tide 
with just enough weight to reach the sea bed then trot back until he found the fish or 
run out of line, which on some occasions was nearly 300m behind the boat. I’m sure 
that he is not the only angler that deployed this method as many of the competitors 
have had plenty of practice fishing for bream out of Weymouth. He did, however, land 
over 40 bream over the two days. 
 
The second day proved very similar to the first with short flurries of bream plus a 
mixture of pout, poor cod, gurnard, dogfish, huss and a very rare and highly protected 
Allis Shad for Perry Dack on Snapper. The most popular rig seemed to be different 
variations of a two up, some anglers opted for swivels or booms crimped in place 
whilst others used glued beads to hold clear two way beads in place, I believe that the 
technique of finding the fish was far more important than the style of rig used. 
 
Matt Osborne had another successful day and managed to keep in front of the rest of 
the field to gain his first ever EFSA pin; 
 
Overall results 
 
Matt Osborne – Gold 
Rod Adamson – Silver 
Gary Galbraith – Bronze 
For a full set of results please see relevant documents on the EFSA England website. 
 
Martin Bobbett 
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European Species Championship (Flatfish) Helsingor Denmark, 
Oct 23rd -24th 2015. 

 
Fourteen anglers from EFSA England had decided to travel to Denmark to compete in 
this year’s species event many of whom had competed in the European boat and line 
event held at the same venue back in 2013. 
 
We left England at around 10am hoping that the rain wouldn’t follow us. The flight 
time is only about 1 hour and forty minutes so we landed shortly before midday, 
baggage collected then of to purchase the train tickets for the 55 minute journey from 
Copenhagen airport.  There was considerable delay in getting our tickets and we 
arrived in Helsingor mid-afternoon and proceeded to the hotel located a minute away 
from the train station. Once checked in, it was off to the tackle shop a compulsory 
activity for a new venue, we walked the 10 minutes to the shop only to find its closed 
on Wednesdays so plan B was put into operation (plan Bar that is) a few beers then 
led to an Italian meal. 
 
Practice 
 
As most of us had rigs tied and bags packed for the day’s practice, it was a swift 
continental style breakfast followed by a 10 minute walk to the boat. Now we know 
that the boats are large compared to the type we are used to but there were already 20 
odd persons on-board and they struggled to find space for all of us. The Danish also 
had a film crew on board to video their anglers which added to the congestion. With 
17 anglers down each side it resembled the Admiralty Pier when the mackerel are 
around! There was also the added bonus of force 5 wind and rain for the day. 
The local rigs were pretty much similar to the ones that we had tied with just slight 
variations on the colour of the attractors - pearlescent and yellow seemed to be the 
favoured colours. We all managed to catch the 3 main species (Plaice, flounder and 
Dab) as well as the odd gurnard, cod, whiting and coalfish. 
 
Day 1 
 
A change in the weather meant that we had a change of marks from the practice day 
and with force 7 winds, the boats sort shelter from the land which would reduce the 
amount of plaice caught but increase the catches of dabs and flounder. The in-line pirk 
rigs were pretty consistent with just about every angler using them. Two-down rigs 
just seem to tangle up - possibly due to the lack of tide, and the only other rig that I 
saw was a spreader that proved quite effective for the dabs. 
 
Yellow pirks, beads, tubing, grubs and blades were the most popular with 
combinations of them used by most of the local anglers. It was soon apparent that the 
Danish and Swedish had perfected this style of fishing and we would need a month of 
practice to enable us to compete against them. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Billy Cann was the top English rod with me finishing the day at 35th and the remaining 
English spread across the field. We had a brief team meeting to discuss the tackle and  
techniques witnessed that day, followed by the usual tweaks to the rigs by mainly 
adding anything yellow that could be found. 
 
Day 2 
 
The wind had eased which allowed access to the deeper water and for the plaice to 
come back into play. It is worth bearing in mind that you need to be rigged up and 
baited ready to fish within 10minutes of leaving the harbour as you are quickly on the 
fishing grounds. 
 
The day followed a similar pattern to the first one with the local rods straight into 
scoring fish and despite having nearly identical rigs, they were managing to catch 2 to 
3 fish to our 1. I had a 16 year old Swedish lad next to me who has fished these waters 
with his family for the best part of 10 years and a Danish man the other side who has 
his own boat, both used similar techniques to each other. 
 
It appears that when the drift is in your favour let out line then retrieve by using a sink 
and draw methods, when the drift is against you hold the lead just off the bottom and 
either lift and lower or sway the rod from side to side both worked well for the dab 
and flounders. 
 
The winning angler had 111 fish over the 2 days with a Day Two score of 200 points. 
The average fish total per angler was around 45 with over 3600 scoring fish caught 
between the 80 anglers over the two days. Billy Cann remained the best English 
angler finishing 19th overall. 
 
England results;  
 
19th Billy Cann  35th Nigel Hearn  39th Paul Hart 
40th Martin Bobbett  49th Matt Osborne  51st Cliff Newbold 
53rd Ray Barron  56th Ken Smith  59th Neil Cottington 
60th Richard Russell 61st Kim Bowden  69th Mike Smith 
73rd Dave Smith  77th Dave Clark 
 
Somehow, Matt, Nigel and Richard managed to be in the winning Executive 4 Man 
Team, so at least we managed to get on the stage and collect some medals and prizes. 
 
 
Martin Bobbett 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Message from Kim Bowden 
  
The European Shore and European Boat and Line Championships are both in Ireland 
2016. The closing dates for both of these was 1st April, but if it slipped your mind and 
still want to enter either then get in contact with me and will see if there is still room. 
  
The next Standing Committee meeting is in April so I should get updated 
ionformation on forthcoming events. As the Newsletter after this one is at end of the 
year, please check our EFSA England website as it will be updated as soon as we have 
more detail on events for next year, 
 
EFSA English Section Shore Championship 2016 Aust and Littleton on Severn  
  
The 2016 EFSA England Section Shore Championship will be held on the 8th and 9th 
of July 2016. The match will be held 2 x 4 hour matches fishing in 2 zones using a 
measure and return format in accordance with EFSA shore angling rules. 
  
Venue.  
  
The venues are sections of grassy ledges fishing into the Bristol Channel. The venue is 
fishable for 4 hours in most conditions. The match will be held in daytime on Borth 
beach with match timings likely to be:  
Friday 8th - 08:00 – 12:00  
Sat 9th - 08:45 – 12:45  
  
The Competition will be a bait-supplied competition with likely bait packs consisting 
of ragworms and lugworm. This time of the year yields a high number of species 
including Flounders, Eels, Bass, Soles and Codling. The venue is a fore shore that 
involves walking out onto a grass covered field which is uneven so care will need to 
be taken.  
  
Costs of entry.  
 The cost of entry will be £90, which will cover entry and bait. There will be optional 
pools for longest round and flatfish for each day, which will be collected on booking 
in.  
  
Accommodation.  
 There is a Travelodge at Bristol Severn View and also a Premier Inn at Bristol 
Aleston which is close to the venue however there are plenty of hotels and B&B’s in 
the Bristol area. The HQ is likely to be the Boars Head pub, which will be confirmed. 
  
More information and entry form on the website  
http://www.efsa-england.com under Diaryof Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Updates on Penzance , Weymouth and Minehead 
 
The English Boat at Penzance is now fully booked. We do have some practice boats 
for Friday the 20th May so if you fancy a practise day out please contact Matt 
Osborne.  
 
The HQ is the Lugger Inn and they have given us very favourable room rates and the 
hotel is very close to the boat departure point. 
 
At a request from the skippers we will include the Greater Weaver as they go to 2lb in 
this area and they are fully equipped to take them off for you. The fishing time on 
Saturday will be 7.5hrs and on Sunday 7hrs. 
 
The European Species Championship(Conger) is being held from Weymouth this year  
and our HQ is the Riviera Hotel where the Registration and Presentation will take 
place. Anyone staying at the Riviera will be given a free parking voucher for the 
harbourside car park. 
 
We have a practice boat booked for Thursday 14th July. Please register your place via 
email at wac@deepsea.co.uk 
 
We make a welcome return to Minehead this year for our English Species Festival 
(cod). The HQ is the Ship Aground and again favourable rates have been agreed with 
the hotel. 
Within the entry cost is the bait which will consist of 2lb Blow Lug, 2 wraps Welsh 
Black and a 1lb box of Squid each day so you will have about £85 worth of bait over 
the two days if you were purchasing from a tackle shop. We will be fishing for 7hrs 
each day. 
 
Again, we have a practice booked for Friday 25th November and if you would like a 
place please register via email at wac@deepsea.co.uk. 
 
 
Andy Selby 
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