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EFSA England Species Festival (Rays & Cod)  

Mersey Liverpool 22
nd

 & 23
rd

 November 2019  

Rules & Agenda 

 
1. The championship will be fished to the EFSA rules governing at the time unless otherwise 

stated. 

 

2. H.Q. will be the Yacht Club, Liverpool Marina. 

 

3. A draw for the allocation of boats will take place prior to the competition. Boat positions will 

be drawn on the day. 

 

4. A Fishing Captain and Steward will be appointed for each boat and their duties will involve: 

 a. Liaison with the boat skipper. 

 B. Ensuring the Festival rules are adhered to. 

 c. Observance of start and finish times. 

 d. To ensure the boat sheet is completed, signed and returned to the   

  Score Marshall. 

 e. To assist and adjudicate with the measuring and recording of fish. 

 

5. The fishing areas will be designated by the Organising Committee. 

 

6. If in the opinion of the Organising Committee, the weather is unfit to allow the  boats to 

reach the normal fishing grounds, the Committee has the power to abandon the day’s fishing 

or to limit the boats to a safe haven. Their decision shall be final. 

 

7. Any competitor wishing to lodge a protest must adopt the following procedure: 

a. Protests relating to the days fishing must be submitted in writing to the Chairman of 

the Protest Committee before19.00 that day. 

 b. Protests relating to the results must be submitted in writing to the   

 Chairman of the Protest Committee before 08.00 the following day. 

 

8. Wire line is prohibited including traces. 

 

9. Competitors may only have one rod fitted with terminal tackle at any one time.  A second rod 

and reel may be assembled but without terminal tackle attached. 

 

10. This is a single hook competition. A Pennel Rig can be used with a maximum spacing of 

150mm between hooks (eye to eye) 

 

11. Fish must be hooked forward of the Gill cover and be boated to score points. 

 

12. Should a fish be hooked by more than one angler where one hook is in the mouth the other in 

the body then the hook in the mouth counts. Should two hooks be in the mouth or in the body 

then this fish does not count. 

 

13. Each competitor is responsible for checking their catch is correctly entered on the score sheet 

and shall sign that their catch record is correct. 

 

14. Anglers may only receive assistance to net or gaff a fish. 

 

15. Boats may fish at anchor or on the drift. 

 

16. Casting is allowed so long as the trace is cast outside of the boat and underhand. 
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17. Fish must be recorded and returned to the water before fishing can recommence. If a fish is 

retained for consumption or record purposes, then it must be recorded and despatched before 

fishing can recommence. 

 

18. When the skipper/captain states lines up at the end of days fishing then lines should be 

retrieved as quickly as possible, should an angler have a fish on then they must clearly shout 

this to the boat captain. Should the boat need to move during the allocated fishing time the 

boat skipper/captain will call lines up, then all anglers must retrieve there lines as quickly as 

possible and only return them to the water on the instruction of the boat skipper/captain. There 

are no exceptions to this rule. 

 

19. This is a bait supplied competition. Each angler will receive 5 wraps Black Lug and 2lb of 

Squid each day. Only the bait provided, or bait caught by the angler can be used. Lure and 

Pirk fishing are not allowed. 

 

20. Correct dress will be worn at the prize giving ceremony, this is considered to be 

International/Section uniform or smart casual wear (to include a tie).  

No denims, jeans, tee shirts or trainers. Competitors attending the prize ceremony in 

improper dress will forfeit their right to have their prize presented in public. 

 

Scoring System. 

 

All Cod count and score 2 points for each cm of length measured mouth to tail.  

All rays count and score 1 point for each cm of length measured across the wings. 

All measurements to be rounded up to the nearest cm. 

Fish to be measured in a natural position i.e. Tail not pushed together to increase length. 

The angler’s overall placing will be decided by their combined points score over the two days. 

In the event of a tie on points the angler recording the greatest number of fish shall prevail.  

Should this be the same then the greater number of Cod, if still the same the prize is shared. 

AGENDA 
 

Thursday 21
st
 November 

19.30 to 20.30  Registration at the Yacht Club, Liverpool Marina L34 BP (HQ) 

 

Friday 22nd November 

08.30  Boats Load from Coburg Wharf 

08.45 Boats Leave Harbor with 9 hrs Fishing from First Line Down 

20.00 Day 1 results posted at the Yacht Club 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 November 

09.30 Boats Load from Coburg Wharf 

09.45 Boats Leave Harbor with 9 hrs Fishing from First Line Down 

20.30 Presentation & Raffle at the Yacht Club (HQ) 

 

HQ Address ~  

Yacht Club, Liverpool Marina, Coburg Wharf, Liverpool L34 BP 

Tel 0151 707 6888 

 

There are many hotels on the Marina the Ibis Hotel is near to the boats and Yacht Club their 

number is 0151 317 3310. 

 


